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Dec. 19, 2010

SUBJECT:  Pete Lembo Named Ball State’s Head Football Coach

Press Conference -- 10 a.m. Monday at Worthen Arena Lounge to Introduce Coach Lembo

 MUNCIE, Ind. -- Pete Lembo, who has spent the last 10 seasons as a head football coach at 
Lehigh (2001-05) and Elon (2006-10), has been named the head football coach at Ball State, accord-
ing to Ball State director of intercollegiate athletics Tom Collins.
 “We are extremely excited to have Pete Lembo join the Ball State family,” Collins says.  “The 
search for our next football coach included talking to a number of people in the football world.  Coach 
Lembo’s name and credentials continued to surface as an outstanding candidate for Ball State 
University.  We are looking forward to his contribution to the program and looking forward to getting 
started in preparation for Ball State football 2011.”
 Lembo has compiled a 79-36 overall head coaching record, including a 35-22 mark at Elon the 
last five years.  He led the Football Championship Subdivision program to 35 victories in five years af-
ter taking over a program that had won only 30 games the previous seven seasons.  Lembo managed 
a 24-14 career record in the Southern Conference, and his 2010 team averaged 435.2 yards of total 
offense -- the fourth straight year it averaged more than 400 yards a game.
 In 2009, Lembo led Elon to the NCAA Division I FCS Playoffs for the first time in the history of the 
program and coached the team to a 9-3 overall record.  The 2009 team’s nine wins tied the school re-
cord for the most victories since joining Division I in 1999.  In 2008, Elon spent two weeks ranked third 
in the nation, while the Phoenix’ 7-4 mark in 2007 was the school’s first winning season since 2000.  
Lembo led the Phoenix to final rankings in the top-25 in three of the last four seasons -- 23rd in 2007, 
17th in 2008 and ninth in 2009.
 “Coach Lembo is an experienced head coach with a strong career record leading winning pro-
grams at both Lehigh and Elon,” Ball State President Jo Ann Gora says.  “He comes from environ-
ments that value both athletic performance and academic success.  I believe this is a great hire.  We 
can look forward to a competitive football program with championship ambitions.”
 Prior to taking over the Elon program, Lembo enjoyed tremendous success at Lehigh.  He led the 
Mountain Hawks to the 2001 and 2004 Patriot League Championships and berths in the FCS Play-
offs.  Lembo posted a 44-14 (.759) mark at Lehigh, including 26 wins in league games, and posted 
the highest winning percentage for a head coach in the history of Lehigh.  
 In 2005, Lehigh was ranked as high as No. 10 in the FCS Poll and ended the year ranked 22nd.  
In 2002, the Mountain Hawks were ranked as high as No. 2, and defeated a Football Bowl Subdivision 
team for the first time since 1987 when they defeated Buffalo, 37-26.  In 2001, Lembo won the Eddie 
Robinson National Coach of the Year Award and was named the Patriot League Coach of the Year.
 Prior to his stint as the head coach at Lehigh, Lembo was an assistant coach at Lehigh from 
1998-2000.  He was also an assistant at Hampden-Sydney (1997) and Dartmouth (1994-96).  Lembo 
began his coaching career as a graduate assistant at Albany (1992-93).
 A 1992 graduate of Georgetown, Lembo earned a master’s degree from Albany in 1994.  He was 
a four-year starter in football at center for Georgetown, and served as team captain as a senior in the 
1991 season.  Lembo is married to the former Jenifer Kochis. They are the parents of Sophia, A.J. 
and Victoria.

Lembo’s Career Head Coaching Record
 Elon University  Lehigh University
 2010 6-5 2005 8-3
 2009 9-3 2004 9-3
 2008 8-4 2003 8-3
 2007 7-4 2002 8-4
 2006 5-6 2001 11-1
 Elon Totals (5 Seasons) 35-22 Lehigh Totals (5 Seasons) 44-14

 CAREER TOTAL (10 Seasons)  --  79-36


